 PUBLISHING TINES
" FOR PRISONERS

ANINTERVIEW wiTh AIITHIIIIY IIAYSNI

letters a week on average, 99% of them from prison. Most of them want ‘zines,
but some have contributions, essays, poetry, artwork, whatever, that they want
me to help publish. So 1 have to make a determ nation abaut what I'm willing
andable to do.

1 make a strong point to tell them that this st frivolous thing. w
serious about this, we want political analysis, this snt a game 0 us. As you
can tell the artwork is very political, Its not just joking around stuf. But we do
have fun with it too. There are cartoon zines, although they're political too, and
they're banned as well. Guards don't like being made fun of.

¢ very

TS: 1t not a lucrative economic opportunity for prisoners to make something
with you, but also they are personally at risk because of the content

AR: 1 tell them there’s no money in this. Everything is anti-copyright and the
only persan shelling out the dough will be me. like contributions but Um not
going to deny somebody because they are indigent and dor't have anything.
But usually when they [the prison] find out what they [the prisoner con
tributors] are doing they get into nasty trouble because of it. They'll go o the
$.H.U. [Secure Housing Unit], they’ll send them 1o a more restrictive prison,
they'll assault them, they'll tear up their cell and take all of their personal pic
tures to make them feel horrible for doing this. Tt takes a lot of courage to in
I put thelr matling address in the art so that other
g bleto
contact them becausethey saw a 2ine that they did. So they ll write to someone
they know and say 'Hey, s¢nd this leter off to-them or 1o me, and tha's how
wel ry to break through the restrictions they have on us

TSt Prisoners generally canmot write letters to prisoners in other institutions.
So theyare using a friend or a family member on the outside to help reach out
to other prisoners.

AR: Yeah, any way they can. The ‘zines themselves get passed all around there.
‘They “kite™ ‘zines all through the prisons, They unravel these towels and they
make litle clotheslines* and these ‘zines are read by countless people before
they are destroyed by the guards.

TSt Was that part of the inpetus for tryingto get more ‘Zines into prisaners-

i aband let

« s are used 1o pull ‘zines or othr
to another
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that they ll enjoy a much wider readership in prison?

AR: It doessit really matter to me about who reads what of mi or whover; |
weant 10 push the struggle forward. 1 want more and more people to get active
and stop this government. That's where I find the more fruitful collaborators,
even though they are shackled and beat down and shoved in a cage. They still
find ways of being effestive.

“To this day it's kind of surprising to me that these powerful zines are let in
25 often as they are. I say over 95% of them get in without being spit back for
come stupid reason. Just recently I got a letter from Florida; they want to ban
my catalog, in the whole state. And this is a lsting of titles. T wrote them back
and said, "You mean ta tell me that you guys are afraid oftitlest” [Laughter] |
gess sol

In prison they have horrible ways they have to communicate and move
things around. 1ts kind of sickening what they have to g0 through to com-
‘municate with the outside world or amongst themselves. They have to scream
though toilets, or shove shit up their ass ...

?ﬁfjd)dld\v \‘D\ =
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Drawing by Larry Pendleton, 2011
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