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The first major publication on the experimental Rotterdam-based design studio Hard
Werken [Working Hard, Travailler dur], also known for the underground magazine of the
same name. Hard Werken's anarchic design, smattering high with low culture and
running contrary to typographic conventions and modernist currents of the time,
characterized this group as a brash, elusive, and distinctly Rotterdam phenomenon.
However, working in Rotterdam and Los Angeles, the core members Henk Elenga, Kees
de Gruiter, Gerard Hadders, Tom van den Haspel, Willem Kars and Rick Vermeulen also
had worldwide ambitions. This feisty and uncompromising book examines Hard Werken's
practice and legacy in an international context and addresses their contemporary
significance. It investigates the group’s pioneering role in the cultural life of Rotterdam
and their impact abroad, especially the US, by examining the innovative aspects of Hard
Werken's practice, which combined graphic and fine art languages. All is elucidated by a
myriad of images and clear, concise texts.
 
‘The 1970/80s Dutch magazine Hard Werken has all the qualities of a pop-legend. Born
of the collective desire of a group of young graphic designers from industrial Rotterdam to
express themselves, they quickly achieved an influential cult status, then [the magazine]
died young.’
Peter Bilak in: Dot Dot Dot magazine, Issue 1, 2000
 
Hard Werken ‘quite deliberately has broken every rule in the handbook’ by producing
‘scattershot lay-outs, jarring mismatches of type, shrieking colours and a veneer of
industrial grime which seem calculated to assault the sensibilities of more delicate
colleagues’,
Rick Poynor in: Blueprint No 59, 1989
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