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Side

This issue of Footprint explores the potential role of analytic philosophy in the context of
architecture’s typical affinity with continental philosophy over the past three decades. In
the last decades of the twentieth century, philosophy became an almost necessary
springboard from which to define a work of architecture. Analytic philosophy took a
notable backseat to continental philosophy. With this history in mind, this issue of
Footprint sought to open the discussion on what might be offered by the less familiar
branches of epistemology and logic that are more prevalent and developed in the analytic
tradition.

The papers brought together here are situated in the context of a discipline in
transformation that seeks a fundamental approach to its own tools, logic and approaches.
In this realm, the approaches of logic and epistemology help to define an alternate means
of criticality not subjected to personalities or the specialist knowledge of individual
philosophies. Rather the various articles attempt to demonstrate that such difference of
background assumptions is a common human habit and that some of the techniques of
analytic philosophy may help to leap these chasms. The hope is that this is a start of a
larger conversation in architecture theory that has as of yet not begun.
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