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The 1980s triggered a fundamental reorientation in the relationship between governments
and their publics, in turn shaping the imaginative landscape of the 21st century. Art and
culture played a central role in responding to, pre-empting, and articulating these
changes. Although globalisation has produced greater inequality and mixed economic
results, it has also permitted the emergence of new regional cultural and activist
networks, along with the possibility of a new global or transnational culture. How the
effects of this shift have impacted our contemporary condition is told in diverse
microhistories which compare very different geopolitical situations in Europe and beyond.
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