Anna Bates // 111 Inception
What is inspiration? What inspires you? 111 INCEPTION is a chain of inspiration, which
involves 111 architects from around the world.
This book was not guided by theory, yet it grew out of a search for new ways to look at
authorship, ideas and inspiration. The experimental and playful character of the project
itself, with its unpredictable outcomes, allowed for a much needed change of perspective
—away from the traditional approach to creation characteristic of modernity and towards
inspiration—which does not respect borders.
The exhibition 100 Experiments. Inspiration in Design Processes was on show at AEDES
Gallery, Berlin in 2019.
‘Design is not only what you see, but how it makes you feel today and how it creates your
tomorrow.’ - Anna Bates
Just a century ago Theo van Doesburg, the leading representative of De Stijl, created the
painting The Rhythm of a Russian Dance (1918). Van Doesburg worked not only as a
versatile artist, but also as an editor of the magazine De Stijl. He contributed to various
journals and was member of various artist societies. It was his strength, as a spider in the
international web and an as a networker avant-la-lettre, to forge bonds between fellow
artists, architects and graphic designers, to bring them together through congresses,
lectures and artist groups to promote their work.
Eleven years later in 1929 this painting by Van Doesburg became an inspiration for
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and Lilly Reich, for the German Pavilion at the 1929 World’s
Fair in Barcelona. Van Doesburg’s geometrical abstraction helped to radically re-imagine
the very idea of a building, gave freedom to space and quite literally brought down the
walls of prior architectural conventions. The building was to become a major inspiration
for the further development of modern architecture and an iconic example of the
modernist aesthetic
How does inspiration move through the atmosphere? How do we inspire each other? And
how does creative inspiration itself change through each person’s unique experience? To
find out, Anna Bates set an experiment by tasking one architect to use the painting of
Van Doesburg as a stimulus for creating his/her own work, which would then be passed
on to other architects, who in turn would draw inspiration for their new work, and over
time growing into a web of conversation, interplay and inspiration—a dance all on its own.
contact@anagrambooks.com

In 2017 as a starting point of this project, American architect Gary Bates of Space Group
was invited to create the first work in the chain of architects.
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