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Monilola Olayemi llupeju // Earnestly

In honest, crystallizing language, Monilola Olayemi llupeju reckons with her changing
Body and the afterlife of trauma within the tangle of race relations, sexual politics, and
family history. Earnestly collages texts from the artist’s transdisciplinary practice,
modeling different lenses through which to navigate the social and emotional dimensions
of Body dysmorphia, girlhood, and longing. Across all, llupeju celebrates embodied
writing for its self-transformative power and for the gentle revelations made possible
through its sharing. She welcomes the reader into her world and her Body as she
attempts to escape what she terms ‘the house of hard distorting mirrors’ and move
towards joy, presence, and connection. Along this journey, she finds a way into self-
recognition that is prismatic—multivalent and refracting.

“llupeju’s writing brings forth matters from the belly. Every line cuts crisply yet resists
easy reductions of some of the most difficult, human experiences. There are facts in
biographical texts. There are truths when we tell narratives of our pasts. We are complete
without either. Earnestly asserts that one can hold the beauty, the agony, the gore, the
regret, and the endurance of the everyday without settling for safety or security. It is a
text that will stay with me as a marker for the validity of not knowing.”

Malcolm Peacock
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